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Dear friends from Japan,

As Mr. Masaki Nishihara has writlen to me, this program is entirely dedicated to
our father and grandfather. It is for my sister and me a real great joy ! In the far 1933
year, my father made an important round in the world, beginning with Japan concerts :
he playcd piano alone, with orchestra, and he was received in your counlry so
wonderfully that he always remember it when he related to us his memeories or in his
numberless radio-interviews and articles in newspapers. Several photos of his Japan
round are {ramed on the walls of his home, and in his archives, we have a very
interesting book conlaining programs, articles, etc., of this “tour”. My father has
travelled in all the world, bul he liked 1o give a detailed account of Japanesc hospitality,
such as when he arrived for the first rehearsal of his 2™ piano Concerto and the
orchestra was ready without any score, playing from memory; or, when he returned 1o
the hotel, he found every day a lot of precious presents or flowers, or when he received
from the Emperor Hiro Hito the Cullure Medal and a special Samurai sword... which
we still have. His music was so much appreciated as well as his playing piano, that he
had to add other concerts before leaving Japan. He always said to us that there was a
special and mysterious feeling between Polish and Japanese sensiliveness !

My sister and me are very grateful to the “Piano-Trio”, Ms. Kae Oyama, MM,
Masaki Nishihara and Tetsu Mashiko for their interest in our father’s piano music, and
we wish that they will be rewarded by a great success. The program also is well selected,
with several sights of the 2 pianos catalogue. Thanks also to Mr. Kawnsaki for the
organization of the concert. The only regret we feel is... that we live so far from Tokyo
and cannol be with you for this event... bur our gratitude and our thought are with you.

It's a very nicc coincidence that in the program, the “Trio” plays our
grandfather’s “Ames d'enfants”. We haven't been acquainted with our grandfather as he
died before our birth, but we have listened so much to our mother's, our grandmother’s
stories concerning him as man and as artist, and we love his music as well as his human
personality, that we are very proud lo have a such outstanding family. This piano worl
is dedicated to our grandfather’s 3 daughters, [saure (Zézette in family), our mother
Colette and our still living aunt Monique (now 92 years). Our mother studied piano at
the Paris Conservalory, and she has been a great concert-performer. When she married
with our father, they ofien played together 2 pianos or 4 hands, for example the
Carnaval Suite, or our mother played under our father’s orchestra direction. The 2
pianos Fantasy on Strauss Waltzes was a request from the “Reding and Piette piano
Duo”. It is one of the most popular 2 pianos piece, played in all the world.

So, thank you again, all our best to the Japanese public, one of the most attentive
and sensitive in the world, it is well known, and not only our father said it, but many
actual composers who have the opportunity to play or be played there, still say it !

Mireille and Marianne Tansman

Lucca, ltaly, 5 April 2003
Marianne Tansman Martinozzi
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